132                                 MIRABEAU                              CHAP.

for the formation of a ministry in which he and other
members of the Assembly might find place. Bearing in
mind that this was the object at which he aimed, it is
worth while to examine with some care his policy during
the month which followed the day when, according to
the virtuous Bailly, "the humane, respectful, and loyal
people of Paris reconquered their king," a phrase which
in its foolish or cowardly adulation of a venal rabble
was in the mouth of the chief magistrate of the capital
more ominous than the horrors of the previous night, or
than the atrocious procession which accompanied the
royal captives from Versailles.

To attain his end, the formation of a government
strong enough to direct and control the Revolution
with the support of the moderate majority in the
Assembly, it was necessary that Mirabeau should con-
vince the Court that he was both able and willing to
be of service, that he should secure the co-operation of
Lafayette, at that time undoubtedly the most powerful
man in France, and above all that he should obtain the
admission of ministers to the legislature.

According to La Marck, on the day after Lewis XVI.
had been conducted to the Tuileries, Mirabeau urged
him, if he had any influence with the king and queen,
to persuade them that both France and they were un-
done if they remained in Paris. " I am busy," he con-
tinued, " devising a plan to enable them to escape : could
you convey to them the assurance that they can count
upon me? " "I told him/' says La Marck, "to prepare
his plan. When it was completed I would find some
means of .placing it in their hands." A few days after-
wards Mirabeau brought to him the first of those admir-